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The Manse
Tweedmount Road
Melrose

August 2017

Dear Friends,

As | settle into life in the Borders | have greatly enjoyed learning more of the history of the

church in Bowden and Melrose - the early history of Aidan and Cuthbert and the Abbey; the
complicated history of the Secession and the Disruption and all the different places of

worship that were built as a consequence; and then all the subsequent unions and
adjustments of more recent years. I think I 6ve just about got

| 6ve been fascinated bhymnwhmitersasdomated with Melrdseit he f ¢
Anne Ross Cousin and Elizabeth Clephane. Memorial plaques to both women were erected

in the former St Aidands Church. (They are c
Ross Cousin wrote O0Bh&SIi 8&mnagdof ETimabath CIl e
for O60The Ninety and Nined and 6éBeneath the Ci

Then therebds L awowasordairee dt BowdeaKirk ih 1888 as the first

Deaconess of the Church of Scotland. Andl 6 ve just come across an .
missionary to Calabar, and the time that she spent in Bowden with some of her adopted

childrené Four inspirational women of faith.

This prayer is from the Book of Common Order of the Church of Scotland,

Eternal God,

we give thanks to you

for the great community of faith

into which you have brought us:

for those who have kept safe our Scriptures,
gathered our songs,

built our sanctuaries,

and taught us to know and trust you.

Grant us grace in our day

to live as faithfully as they did,

and to provide as generously for our children.

|l t6s quite a chall en g alpnebrintour owm strermgth.As weeeaduim d e r t
Hebrews 12:1-3:

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so
that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

The blessing of God be with you.

Rosie


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scotland
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Communion Sundays

Dates for your diary!

coming

year we wi || be

Cel

the last Sunday in September, October and November
9.30a.m. in
Bowden Kirk

Sundays 26 November 2017, 25 February 2018 and 27 May 2018.
11.00a.m. in
Melrose Parish Church

Sunday 3" September

Sunday 10" September
Tuesday 12" September
Sunday 17" September
Tuesday 19" September

Wednesday 20™ September
Sunday 24™ September

Wednesday 27" September

Thursday 28" September

Sunday 1% October

Thursday 5" October
Sunday 8™ October

Tuesday 10" October
Sunday 15™ October

Calendar of Events

9.30a.m.

10.00a.m.
11.00a.m.

9.30a.m.

11.00a.m.

10.30a.m.
9.30a.m.
11.00a.m.
2.00p.m.
11.00a.m.
9.30a.m.

11.00a.m.
11.45a.m.
12.15p.m.

7.00p.m.

9.30a.m.

10.00a.m.
11.00a.m.

2.30p.m.

9.30a.m.

11.00a.m.
10.30a.m.

9.30a.m.

11.00a.m.

Morning Worship, Bowden

Very Rev. David Arnott

Family Service

Morning Worship, Melrose
Morning Worship, Bowden
Morning Worship, Melrose
Ecumenical Service, Kirking of the Council
Priorwood Court Get Together
Morning Worship, Bowden
Morning Worship, Melrose
Songs of Praise, St Johns
Bowden Community Café
Morning Worship, Bowden
Service of Harvest Thanksgiving
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Morning Worship, Melrose
Mid-Week Worship in the Chapel
Mid-Week Lunch

Kirk Session (Chapel)

Morning Worship, Bowden
Rev. Bruce McNicol

Family Service, Melrose
Morning Worship, Melrose
Service of Harvest Thanksgiving
and Harvest Lunch

Guild Dedication Service and
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Morning Worship, Bowden
Morning Worship, Melrose
Priorwood Court Get Together
Morning Worship, Bowden
Rev. Brian Embleton

Morning Worship, Melrose
Rev. Brian Embleton

ek



Office closed 17" 1 20" October

Tuesday 17" October 2.00p.m. Songs of Praise, St
Tuesday 17" October 2.00p.m. Presbytery Guild Council Meeting Walkerburn
Wednesday 18" October 11.00a.m. Bowden Community Café
Thursday 19" October 2.30p.m. Guild
Sunday 22" October 9.30a.m. Morning Worship, Bowden
11.00a.m. Morning Worship, Melrose
Wednesday 25" October 11.45a.m. Mid-week Worship in the Chapel
12.15p.m. Mid-week Lunch
Sunday 29™ October 9.30a.m. Morning Worship, Bowden
Sacrament of Holy Communion
11.00a.m. Morning Worship, Melrose
Thursday 2" November 2.30p.m. Guild
Sunday 5" November 9.30a.m. Morning Worship, Bowden
Rev. Bruce McNicol
10.00a.m. Family Service
11.00a.m. Morning Worship, Melrose

Friday 10" November
Saturday 11" November

3.00p.m.T 7.00p.m.
10.00a.m.i 1.00p.m.

Traidcraft Christmas Sale
Traidcraft Christmas Sale

Sunday 12" November 9.15a.m. Gattonside Service of Remembrance
Remembrance Sunday 9.30a.m. Morning Worship, Bowden
10.45a.m. Wreaths Laid at Melrose War Memorial
11.00a.m. Ecumenical Service of Remembrance
3.00p.m. Darnick Service of Remembrance
Tuesday 14" November 10.30a.m. Priorwood Court Get Together
Wednesday 15™ November 11.00a.m. Bowden Community Café
Thursday 16" November 2.30p.m. Guild
Guild Week 19™ i 26™ November
Sunday 19" November 9.30a.m. Morning Worship, Bowden
11.00a.m. Morning Worship, Melrose
Tuesday 21% November 2.00p.m. Songs of Praise, St Jo
Wednesday 22" November 11.45a.m. Mid-week Worship in the Chapel
12.15p.m. Mid-week Lunch
Sunday 26" November 9.30a.m. Morning Worship, Bowden
Sacrament of Holy Communion
11.00a.m. Morning Worship, Melrose
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Thursday 30" November 7.00p.m. Kirk Session (Chapel)
Sunday 3" December 9.30a.m. Morning Worship, Bowden
1% Sunday in Advent Rev. Bruce McNicol
10.00a.m. Family Service
11.00a.m. Morning Worship, Melrose



Family Services
10.0071 10.30a.m. in the Church Hall
Sunday 3" September i Creation Celebrating
Sunday 1% October i Harvest Thanksgiving
Sunday 5™ November i Remember, remember
Sunday 3™ December i Christmas is coming!

Family Services are held on the first Sunday of the month at 10.00am in the Church Hall.
These services are fun and informal and a warm welcome is extended to all.

MESSY CHURCH

Messy Church is a way of being and doing church for families based on creativity, hospitality
and celebration. We have been asked to join with the other churches of the town to bring
Messy Church to Melrose, probably in our Church Hall, probably on a weekday after school,
probably monthly. |l tdés early days but first
People to help with food, crafts, games, si
Rosie. For more information on Messy Church go to www.messychurch.org.uk

KIRK SESSION MEETINGS
The Kirk Session will meet in the Chapel at 7.00pm on Thursdays 28 September and 30
November 2017, 1 February, 5 April and 31 May 2018.

KIRKING OF THE COUNCIL

David Parker was recently elected as one of three Councillors for Melrose. He was also
appointed as the Convener of the Council, a role which comes with responsibility for

organising the Kirking of the Council. He has asked that we host this special service in

Melrose Parish Church on Sunday 10 September. All 34 Members of the Council and their
families are invited to attend along with t
and other special guests. This is an ecumenical service and members of the other churches

in the town will also be present.

PASTORAL CARE GROUP

Members of the group are involved in visiting members of the congregation and parish in their
homes and in several care and nursing homes. In addition they are organising monthly fget
togethersoin the lounge of Priorwood Court for residents and any others who would like to
come along for tea or coffee, home baking and a chat. The dates are 12™ September, 10"
October and 8" November at 10.30a.m.

BOWDEN AND MELROSE FETE

The annual Fete was held in Bowden Village Hall on 29" July and proved to be a very
popular, well-attended and happy event. £1,365 was raised for congregational funds. The
Cake & Candy stall was a complete sell-out. Thanks go to all involved in the preparation,
giving donations and helping on the day, and also to everyone who attended.

!
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http://www.messychurch.org.uk/

HELP REQUESTED

Can you spare some time to join the cleaning rota for Melrose Parish Church; perhaps an

hour or so every couple of months (or less frequently if we have more numbers!)? The

Church is cleaned by a group of very dedicated and willing volunteers who make up teams

but their numbers are reducing so we would like to add new names of people who can help.

No previous experience is needed and this is open to all, not only our ladies T we do have

some gentlemen who help out too. Equipment is provided and it involves vacuuming the

carpet in the church and porches; sweeping and dusting the pews in a nominated section and
dusting the chancel. Please contact the office if you would like more information or would like

to be included. ltds not onerous and can be

MID-WEEK LUNCH

A strong, regular number of people enjoy the monthly mid-week lunches but new people are
always welcome. They are very sociable occasions where people enjoy meeting up with
others and sharing a chat. Please come along and join us if you are free on any (or indeed
all) of the undernoted dates:

Wednesday 27thSeptember Margaret's team
Wednesday 25th October Ruth's team
Wednesday 22" November  Kath's team

Although it seems far too early to think about Christmas now, time passes so quickly that we
thought it would be helpful to publicise the date of the Christmas Lunch as Wednesday
13th December. This is the second Wednesday of the month but the usual third, is felt to be
too close to Christmas.

12. 15 to 1.30 lunch £3.50

There is a short Ecumenical Service at 11.45a.m. in the Chapel
prior to the lunch for any who would like to attend.

THE GUILD

On Thursday 5™ October, the Guild picks up the reins for a new Season, when Rev.

Rosemary Frew will conduct Holy Communion at our Dedication Service at 2.30 pm. We

look forward to welcoming our regular members along with new people (male and female)

who feel that they would wish to share in our fellowship. Our programme for the coming

season is very varied, to suit all tastes. We also have a fund-raising project for the year, this
one being fAiCaring for Mother Earth Bolivia.o
simple, but effective solar ovens which are cheap to run, require no firewood to give effective
cooking, and so are also very environmentally friendly T the women do not require to chop

and carry firewood great distances, to cook for their families.

Our meeting on 19" October will welcome Patricia Gentry speaking about these solar ovens
and how beneficial they are to the inhabitants.

2" November we look forward to an Organ Recital BY our own Jim Marshall. This event

will encompass fundraising for the aforement.i
differenceo . Do come and give this open meeting
16" November, i's completely different! JohniRent
the Three Murders. o An inside view?

Guild Week is celebrated between Sundays 19" to 26" November when we aim to highlight
the interest and camaraderie of participating in our Guild meetings.




7" December we will share a Christmas lunch i venue and timing still to be confirmed.

Our Committee Secretaries, Celia Sharp and Shirley Renton, have also created a fascinating
programme from January 2018. Putting the programme together with dates and Speakers,
is a complex operation, so | thank them for their ingenuity in knitting it all together. Come
and share with us 1 you will be made most welcome.

Elizabeth Fraser, President.

BOWDEN COMMUNITY CAFE

Bowden Community Café is held in the village hall on the third Wednesday of each month
and starts at 11.00a.m. All are most welcome and a special invitation is extended to all
walkers. The dates for this quarter are 20th September; 18th October; and 15th November.

ONGOING FOOD BANK

Your contributions to the Food Bank box in the Gattonside vestibule are enormously
appreciated by the recipients. The Food parcels are distributed via knowledge of Social
Work, Doctors Surgeries, or the local Citizens Advice Bureau who recommend names for
Food parcels. Contributions of non-perishable foods are very welcome. At present there is
a superfluity of baked beans, pasta and soups. Always needed are tea, coffee, cereals, long
life milk, tinned meats and vegetables and tinned or packet potatoes, pasta sauces, jams,
marmalade, etc. Itis hard for us to imagine, but there are many in this surrounding area who
have little or no means of cooking because they cannot afford the power. Many are in this
situation having been made redundant and no work available, or those who earn so little they
cannot feed their families in what we would consider a satisfactory manner. Please do
continue to contribute 7 it is much appreciated. Many thanks.

Elizabeth Fraser

BLYTHSWOOD CARE SHOEBOX APPEAL

At our Harvest Thanksgiving services, leaflets containing information about the Blythswood
Care Shoebox Appeal will be available. We would ask that you consider filling a shoebox (or
more than one!)as an acknowledgement of harvest. Collection for these boxes will be
Monday 6 November, 2.20pm at Melrose Rugby Club. Filled boxes may be handed into the
churches prior to that date but by Sunday 5" November at the latest.

BOWDEN AND MELROSE HARVEST THANKSGIVINGS AND LUNCH

Harvest Thanksgiving service at Bowden
Harvest Thanksgiving in Bowden is on Sunday 24 September. Please come along on
Saturday 23 September at 10.00am to help decorate the church.

Harvest Thanksgiving services at Melrose

Our Harvest Thanksgiving Services in Melrose will be on Sunday 1 October at 10.00am
(family service) and 11.00am. These will be followed by a Harvest Lunch in the hall. Please
contact Mrs Elsa Barker (01896 822063) or the church office if you would like to make a
contribution of food for the buffet lunch.

Retiring offerings will be taken at the close of the services on 17" and 24"
September to offset the cost of the Harvest Lunch. Any surplus of donations
will be added to the total of the retiring offerings for Christian Aid.



BOWDEN KIRKO6S WOOD FAMI LY W NDOW

In 1937, Miss Mary Isobel Wood, formerly of Bothendene, Bowden, gifted a memorial
window to Bowden Kirk. Her initials, as artist, are visible at the right-hand bottom corner.
The stained-glass window was installed in the north wall, in the doorway known
traditionally asthepr i est.6s door

The Biblical text on the window is from Luke 1:78
The dayspring from on high hath visited us

The window is a memorial to John Philp Wood LL.D of Bothendene who died in 1906,
his son, John George Wood, killed in action a hundred years ago in Flanders, and his
son-in-law, John Irving Scott Moncrieff, accidentally killed in Rhodesia in 1920. We
have received the following from current family members:

Andrew Rawlings writes from Hampshire: John George Wood was educated at Edinburgh
Academy and Loretto. In 1914 he enlisted in the 9" Royal Scots and was later given a
Commission in the 3" Seaforths. He was in the trenches for many months, was awarded
the Military Cross and promoted Captain. On 4™ October 1917 he was killed at
Passchendaele while carrying ammunition to his Lewis gunners. He is buried in Tyne Cot
Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

JGW JISM

John Scott Moncrieff, Edinburgh, writes: John Irving Scott Moncrieff was born in 1881 in
Banff Castle (his father then being Sheriff of Morayshire). In 1914 as a Veterinary Surgeon
he found himself a Captain in the Veterinary Corps in Cyprus, where the horses destined
for North Africa were stabled. It was there, in 1914, that he married Anna Wood, sister to
Johnnie and Mary, whose window graces Bowden Kirk. Their son, David (my Father) was
born in July 1915. After the Armistice John elected to send his family back to the UK, and
after having shaken the hand of General Allenby after the capture of Damascus, moved to
Fort Jamieson, Northern-Rhodesia. He died in an accident in 1920 just as Anna was about
to set sail to be with him.

During morning worship at Bowden on Sunday 8™ October, we will remember the centenary
of the death of John George Wood and the other members of the family. We will be joined by
some of the descendants.

Contributed by Malcolm Morrison, Bowden.



THE CHAPEL SCREEN

Before High Cross Church united with St Cuthbert's in 1984 the area at the East end of the
now Parish Church building was, to put it bluntly, a bit of a store and covered from ceiling to
floor with a huge originally cream coloured curtain, opening, if ever required, left and right. (It
reminded people, irreverently, of 'the veil of the Temple')

When the churches joined, this area was appropriately furnished with chairs and an organ
and transformed into what is now known as The Chapel, incorporating items from High Cross
Church. The curtain was replaced by the present magnificent timber and glass screen, the
tops of the pillars of which bear the emblems of the writers of the Four Gospels.

One day last year on a visit to Melrose Mr Jim Stewart from Penicuik came into the church
with Mrs Stewart and told the story of how the screen had been designed and worked on in
Edinburgh, laid out in its entirety on a workshop floor. Mr Stewart and a fellow joiner,
accompanied by two apprentices, travelled down daily to erect the screen, after steel beams
had been inserted across the space above door height. Mr Stewart said that he still had the
drawings on which they had worked and duly made a gift of them for the church's archives,
some thirty-three years after its construction.




Our attention at church is naturally drawn
to the chancel end and the stained glass
windows. Next time you attend a service
take a walk forward afterwards and look
back and East at the screen which is a
wonderful sight and lets in the full light of
day.

ll

ST CUTHBERTS PILGRIMS START AT THE PARISH CHURCH

A group of 15 Scandinavian pilgrim walkers started their pilgrimage to the Holy Island on 10™
August with a warm welcome to Melrose Parish Church by our Minister Rosie Frew.
Following her welcome Rosie then provided the visitors with a brief history relating to
Christian worship through the centuries in Melrose and the Parish C h u rs@agsdriation with
St Cuthbert. This was then followed by one of the two Scandinavian ministers conducting a
short service of readings, prayers and singing before setting off on the first day® guided walk
to Old Melrose.

This was not the only link our congregation had with the group of pilgrims. On Friday, they
visited Bowden Kirk as they made their way towards a further overnight stop at Harestanes.



